
KEITH NELDER
CUSTOM BOAT BUILDER



Keith started his 

boating career at 

the Point Yacht 

Club in Durban, 

South Africa.      

A keen dinghy 

racer; he built 

and sold his first 

boat at age 15. 



As a Design Draughtsman in South Africa in the 

1970 ties, Keith was involved with many 

projects including equipment for offshore supply 

vessels and deep sea salvage tugs .



Keith started building cruising boats in 1970 

and sailed his own 12 metre yacht to the 

Caribbean in 1979.



Keith worked in the 

marine business in the 

Caribbean on the island 

of St Maarten owning 

and operating 

Tropicalsails NV, which 

was a  full service stop for 

yachts and fishing vessels 

operating in the Leeward 

Islands.



In 1989 he moved 

to Cape Breton, 

Nova Scotia, 

Canada



After working on some 

interesting restoration 

projects,



Keith established Big Pond Boat Shop in 1991 

Construction projects ranged from small elegant sailing 

and powered craft to large restoration projects, museum 

exhibits and 15 metre motor yachts.



A member of the Nova Scotia Boatbuilders Association since 

its inception, Keith became a Certified Nova Scotia Boat 

Builder and a Certified Nova Scotia Marine Service 

Technician as soon as the certifications became available. He 

has received many ABYC certifications.



In 2008, Keith 

accepted a contract 

as Program Manager 

of The Boat Building 

Academy in Cape 

Town, South Africa. 

Keith worked with 

the industry and the 

South African 

education 

department to bring 

relevant education 

to current boat 

builders, and the 

boat builders of 

tomorrow.



In 2010 Keith returned to Canada; 

to Mahone Bay, Nova Scotia and 

re-established Big Pond Boat 

Shop which now specializes in new 

construction of recreational boats, 

power and sail up to 8 metres.



Since his return, Keith has been involved with instructing 

several Marine Service Technician sessions for the Nova 

Scotia Boatbuilders Association, and a project with the 

Memorial University of Newfoundland’s Marine Institute 

to create a traditional Boat Building curriculum in 

Grenada WI.



Dayna is currently 

a MST apprentice 

working with her 

father, and Allison 

is a draughtsperson 

and a manager at 

Mahone Marine 

…chips off the old 

block!


